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When he showed up at the front gate of Micah 2.0
a few weeks ago, he had a desperate look on his
face. ‘I dont want to bbe on the streets anymore,”
sighed this fourteen year-old over and over again.
He had actually joined the Micah Project last June,
only to go back to the streets in December. We
talked about why he had decided to leave the
project—reasons which ranged from his inability to
overcome his addiction to his difficulty in accept-

: ing authority after having been his own boss on the

: 4 = steets for so many years. But the most revealing

" - reason as to why he was bback on the streets came in
v‘jf N‘ b : "' his response to one of my comments. “You know that
S - W cloe you, don't you?" | asked, with my hands on

e F 4 both of his shoulders. Before | could even finish that

sentence, though, he blurted out,

“But why?”

y

Why would we possibly love him? How would you
have answered that question if you had been the
one with your hands on his shoulders that day?
On the streets, love is a transaction, something
to be bartered in exchange for survival. This boy
can clearly see unconditional love at Micah, but
he simply doesn't trust it—it makes no sense to him
based on his brutal experience. Why would we
love him without asking for something in retun? In

his young life, no one has ever truly loved him just il X
because of who he is. Because of this, he sees himself Ismael hangs out with his buddy Victor,
as dirty, unworthy—as someone who belongs on the whose strong addictions drove him back to the

streets, where at least he knows the rules of survival streets several months ago



If you get
to know the stories of the boys

that have called the Micah Project home, you
know that the heart of Micah lies at the heart of this
brief interaction. We are called to show uncondi-
tional love and grace to these boys until they finally
begin to understand and accept it.  And while we
are incredibly imperfect at showing that love, we
are adble to point them to their Heavenly Father
who absolutely |S perfect in his love for these lost
sons of His.

Accepting that love often takes YEARS, and they
may run away from it and reject it many times in the
process.  Sometimes they even run away from it in
order to prove to themselves that we will not give up
on them. Because of this, we can't insist on our own
timing for their healing; rather, we are called to a tena-
cious hope that does not give in until our Father claims
them as His own.

Please know that you have played a key role in each of the lives

that have called the Micah Project home since we opened in 2000. The

love that you show them through your encouragement, visits, prayers and financial commitment is a physical sign
to them that they ARE worthy of love. It paves the path that they must walk in order to become the men that are
loved and that can learmn to love others in a way that fransforms the world around them.




When we show love to the broken boys of
the streets and we get that “out why?” in re-
turn, you have empowered us to fing open
the gate of Micah, invite them in and respond,

“Why? It's because He first loved us...”

Thank you for being partners with us in uncon-
ditional love,

Su hermano en Ciristo,

If one of our guys or staff stood with you today and asked “But why...? Why
do you continue to love us, support us, and pray for us here at the Micah
Project?” what would you say? We would love to share your answers
with them. Send a response to hajacobson.micah@gmail.com
or to 11612 Memorial Dr. Houston, TX 77024. Thank
you again for loving, supporting, and praying
for us all!

Top Right: Stephen has
developed such @
special bond of trust
with the street kids.

Bottom Right: Friends from
Houston chat with Eduard
on the streets.
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Does the Micah Project run a clinic?

What are the financial needs of the
Micah Project?

Other than donating how can | help?

What to watch for:

hajacobson.micah@gmail.com

www.micahprojecthonduras.org
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follow us on Facebook o
/miccnhprojec’rhondurcus forming christian leaders in honduras



